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Whatôs New in 2010? 

O 
n October 1, 2009, Tracer 

Environmental Sciences & 

Technologies, Inc. (Tracer 

ES&T) merged with SCS 

Engineers. Tracer ES&T will continue to 

operate as a separate practice group of 

SCS under the name SCS Tracer Environ-

mental. 

SCS Tracer Environmental is a technology

-oriented consulting firm that will continue 

to provide industrial air, risk management, 

and environmental engineering consulting 

services. We specialize in air quality, regu-

latory compliance, hazardous materials 

risk management, and the use of tracer 

gases to evaluate air dispersion and per-

formance of environmental systems. 

ñWe are excited that Tracer ES&T has 

joined SCS,ò said Mike McLaughlin, 

SCSôs Senior Vice President for Environ-

mental Services, ñand believe their strong 

reputation and experience in tracer gas 

studies, ambient air monitoring, risk man-

agement planning and process safety man-

agement, and environmental services for 

the important oil exploration and produc-

tion industry will complement our services 

offerings in these and related areas.  Their 

knowledge and experience with specialized 

air studies and risk management for large 

ammonia and chlorine systems is particu-

larly valuable in the context of homeland 

security and Department of Defense con-

cerns.ò 

 

SCS Tracer Environmental will continue 

to operate from our offices in San Marcos 

(San Diego, California area), Santa Maria 

(central California coast area), and Cy-

press (Houston, Texas area), Tracerôs Tho-

mas J. Rappolt, QEP, REA will lead SCS 

Tracer Environmental as the Office Direc-

tor. 

  

ñOur core services line up well with the 

national network of the SCS offices,ò said 

Tracerôs Tom Rappolt, ñand our existing 

clients will benefit from having access to 

SCS professionals with environmental 

compliance and greenhouse gas expertise 

in multiple jurisdictions around the coun-

try.ò 

 

 

Since 1970, SCS Engineers has delivered 

economically and environmentally sound 

solutions for solid waste management and 

site remediation projects throughout the 

world.  The firm has been ranked as the 

Number One Solid Waste engineering 

company five times since 2004 by Engi-

neering News-Record (ENR). In addition, 

SCS Engineers ranks as one of the fastest-

growing architecture, engineering, and 

environmental consulting firms on the 

Zweig Letter Hot Firms List for the last six 

consecutive years. SCS provides engineer-

ing, construction, and long-term operations 

and maintenance services to private and 

public sector clients through a network of 

45 offices in 23 states and worldwide. For 

more information visit our website at 

www.scsengineers.com or contact ser-

vice@scsengineers.com. V 

Key Service Area Contacts 
  
Air Monitoring:            
Paul Schafer  (760) 744-9611 x111 
 
Environmental Construction:  
Dan Vossler  (805) 346-6591 x115 
 
Houston Operations: 
Michael Wood  (281) 882-3211    
 
Permitting & Compliance: 
Greg Hauser  (760) 744-9611 x106 
 
Petroleum Services: 

John Deacon  (805) 346-6591 x101 
 
Risk Management & Safety:  
Jeanna Emmons (760) 744-9611 x102 
 
Santa Maria Operations:    
Ben Oakley (805) 346-6591 x101 
 
Tracer Sciences:      
Tom Rappolt (760) 744-9611 x107 
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Do you have questions about an article 

appearing in this bulletin?   

Call us at (760) 744-9611. 

ü Requires the owner or operator of 

the facility to annually file a tank 

facility statement with the CUPA. 
 

The tank facility statement provides a 

description of the types of petroleum 

stored onsite and the containers used for 

storage.  Although APSA requires busi-

ness owners to file this statement annu-

ally, Cal-EPA states that submission of 

the HMBP satisfies this requirement.  

However, some CUPAs still require 

facilities to file this statement even if an 

HMBP is submitted annually.  Business 

owners who are unsure whether or not 

they are required to submit a tank facil-

ity statement should consult their local 

CUPA. 

 

Facilities must annually review and re-

certify their HMBP by submitting a Cer-

tification Statement by March 1st of 

every year. However, facilities that han-

dle ñextremely hazardous substancesò 

must submit a full HMBP every year.  

Note, some CUPAs require an earlier 

submission (e.g., Los Angeles County 

requires submittal by December 31 of 

each year).  Owners who are required to 

annually file a tank facility statement 

can submit the form along with the 

HMBP. V   

 

Sources:  

http://www.epa.gov/oecaagct/lcra.html 

http://www.calepa.ca.gov/ CUPA/

Aboveground/ 
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In 1986, the federal government passed 

the Emergency Planning and Community 

Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) in order to 

encourage emergency planning efforts at 

the state and local levels, as well as to 

provide public and local governments 

with information regarding chemical 

hazards that may be present in their com-

munities.  Sections 301-303 and sections 

311-312 of EPCRA require businesses or 

facilities to report information on hazard-

ous materials that are present onsite and 

to document emergency response proce-

dures should those chemicals be released 

into the environment.  All facilities sub-

ject to EPCRA requirements must annu-

ally submit a Tier II report, which con-

tains the required data on emergency 

planning and hazardous materials.  The 

Tier II Report is submitted to the Local 

Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC), 

the State Emergency Response Commis-

sion (SERC), and the local fire depart-

ment.   

In California, submission of a Hazard-

ous Materials Business Plan (HMBP) 

satisfies the Tier II submittal require-

ment since the HMBP contains similar 

information required in the Tier II Re-

port.  The HMBP is submitted to the 

local Certified Unified Program 

Agency (CUPA) under California Code 

of Regulations, Title 19, Division 2, 

Chapter 4, Hazardous Material Release 

Reporting, Inventory, and Response 

Plans. 

 

Not all facilities are required to submit 

an HMBP/Tier II Report.  Only those 

that store hazardous chemicals (i.e. any 

material with an MSDS) over the 

threshold quantities must submit. In 

California, the threshold quantities are 

55 gallons for liquids, 500 pounds for 

solids, or 200 cubic feet for gases. Fa-

cilities that store ñextremely hazardous 

substancesò (e.g., ammonia, chlorine, 

sulfur dioxide, etc.) in excess of the 

threshold quantity specified in Appen-

dix A of 40 CFR Part 355 are also re-

quired to submit.   

 

In California, as part of the requirement 

of providing chemical information in 

the HMBP, business owners must spec-

ify whether their facility stores Ó 1,320 

gallons of petroleum in aboveground 

storage tanks (including drums 55 gal-

lons in size or greater).  Facilities that 

store in excess of this quantity are 

subject to the California Above-

ground Petroleum Storage Act 

(APSA), which is now enforced by 

the local CUPAs effective January 1, 

2008.   
 

A couple key aspects of APSA are as 

follows: 

 

ü Requires the owner or operator of 

the facility to prepare and imple-

ment an SPCC plan in accordance 

with the 40 CFR Part 112 federal 

regulation. 
 

In California, submis-

sion of a HMBP satisfies 

the Tier II submittal re-

quirement ...  



You may know SCS Tracer, but did you 

know that its parent company, SCS Engi-

neers is one of the oldest and largest pri-

vately held environmental service firms 

in the United States and is a recognized 

world leader in the solid waste manage-

ment field?  Since 1970, SCS has pro-

vided solid waste planning and engineer-

ing services to municipalities and private 

sector clients nationwide.  

As one of the top solid waste consulting 

firms in the nation by McGraw Hillôs 

Engineering News Record (ENR) for the 

past six years, SCSôs solid waste experi-

ence is unsurpassed in the industry.  Our 

materials and resources management 

practice works with the business commu-

nity to help them reduce, reuse, recycle, 

and re-buy.   

Our services include: 

ü waste minimization and recy-

cling program design and imple-

mentation; 

ü environmental policy develop-

ment and implementation;  

ü supply chain management and 

green procurement programs;  

ü greenhouse gas emissions inven-

tories and reduction strategies; 

and 

ü contract negotiations and compli-

ance.   

We offer not only technical expertise, but 

also the economic and regulatory experi-

ence to help program managers develop 

effective programs, while keeping an eye 

on the bottom line.  We are leading the 

charge to sustainability through innova-

tive programs, diversion policies, green 

building design and specifications, con-

struction and demolition debris recycling 

programs, and procurement policies. 

 

 

Californiaôs Global Warming Solutions 

Act of 2006 (AB32), includes a provision 

for mandatory commercial recycling pro-

grams throughout the state.  Identify 

waste reduction and recycling opportuni-

ties throughout your operations now and 

be ready by when the new regulations go 

into effect.  Contact Michelle Nicholls at 

mnicholls@scsengineers.com for more 

information. V 

Waste Reduction & Recycling Planning 

  

The US Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) requires facilities that use, 

manage and store oil to prepare and im-

plement Spill Prevention, Control and 

Countermeasures (SPCC) Plans (40 CFR 

112). On November 5, 2009, the EPA 

Administrator signed a notice amending 

certain requirements of the SPCC rule. 

This action modifies the December 2008 

rule amendments by removing certain 

provisions while adopting most of the 

amendments.  The rule amendments are 

effective January 14, 2010 with a com-

pliance date of November 10, 2010. 

 

December 2008 provisions removed 

from final rule (Oil and gas production 

related): 

 

ü Exclusion for oil production facili-

ties from loading/unloading rack 

requirements. 

ü Alternative qualified facility eligibil-

ity criteria for an oil production fa-

cility.  

ü Exemption for certain produced wa-

ter containers. 

 

December 2008 amendments adopted 

(Oil and gas production related): 

 

 

ü Amend the definition of ñfacilityò.  

ü  Revise facility diagram requirement 

to provide additional flexibility. 

ü Define and clarify requirements for a 

ñloading/unloading rackò. 

ü Modify secondary containment re-

quirement language at §112.7(c) to 

provide more clarity. 

ü Simplify security requirements. 

ü Amend the integrity testing require-

ments to allow greater flexibility.  

ü Amend definition of ñproduction 

facilityò. 

ü Clarify that drilling and workover 

activities are not subject to provi-

sions at 112.9. 

ü Exempt certain intra-facility gather-

ing lines at oil production facilities. 

ü Provide more prescriptive require-

ments for all flow lines/intra-facility 

gathering lines. 

ü Provide alternate compliance option 

for flow-through process vessels to 

comply with secondary containment. 

ü Provide alternate compliance option 

to sized secondary containment for 

produced water containers. 

ü Provide an alternative compliance 

option for flow lines/intra-facility 

gathering lines in lieu of secondary 

containment. 

ü Define ñproduced water containerò 

ü Clarify definition of ñpermanently 

closedò. 

 

 

New or updated SPCC plans will have to 

incorporate rule amendments as adopted 

by EPA.  SCS Tracer Environmental is 

currently assisting their clientele to 

amend their current SPCC plans and 

comply. ã 

Central Coast Compliance UpdateðSPCC Plans 
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SCS Tracer Environmental recently com-

pleted a project that will help improve a 

regulatory agencyôs ability to assess changes 

in air quality. We completed a project with 

the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution 

Control District (APCD) to relocate and up-

grade one of the stations in their air monitor-

ing network. 

 

The APCD is a public health agency whose 

mission is to improve the health and quality 

of life for all San Joaquin Valley residents 

through its air quality-management strate-

gies. In order to assess the air quality im-

pacts from its policies, the APCD operates 

and maintains a network of ambient air 

monitoring stations throughout the San Joa-

quin Valley. These stations measure criteria 

pollutants including ozone, nitrogen dioxide, 

carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide and particu-

late matter. The APCD also measures other 

toxic compounds at selected locations. 

 

The APCD has operated a monitoring station 

in Hanford since 1993 measuring ozone and 

oxides of nitrogen on a continuous basis 

along with PM10 on a discrete basis. When 

the APCD needed to add additional parame-

ters (continuous PM10 and PM2.5), they did 

not have the physical capacity to expand. 

SCS Tracer was awarded the contract for the 

upgrade and relocation of the previously 

existing site to a new site. 

 

The project entailed general oversight of the 

development of a new monitoring station 

located on the grounds of a public school. 

This included obtaining a building permit 

with all engineering drawings of the struc-

ture, hiring of subcontractors for grading, 

concrete and electrical work and procure-

ment of a custom shelter. 

 

Following successful completion of these 

tasks, the station was plumbed for air moni-

toring, instruments were installed and the 

new site is operating successfully.  V 

 

Improving the Ambient Air Monitoring Network in the San Joaquin Valley  
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